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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Board of Trustees (originally known as the “Direktorium” or the “Board of Directors”) was established in
1908. Its role was “to administer for and on behalf of the [General] Conference all property held in the name of
the Conference and all property vested in the Board in trust for the benefit of the Conference.” It received gifts
to the conference and issued receipts therefor, entered into agreements to provide for annuities for the benefit
of the Conference, made loans and extended credit to agencies of the Conference, and invested the funds of
the Conference. The Board of Trustees ceased to exist in 2002, following the dissolution of the General
Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches.

SCOPE AND CONTENTS OF THE COLLECTION

This record group contains minutes of the full Board of Trustees, the Executive Committee and the Finance
Committee of the Board; financial reports; correspondence; endowment fund records; and leaflets and
pamphlets created by the Board of Trustees. Most of the correspondence is that of C. C. Warkentin, who
served variously as a member, vice chairman and chairman of the Board from 1951 until 1966, and J. J.
Riediger, the Executive Secretary of the Board from 1978 to 1987.

LANGUAGES APPEARING IN THE COLLECTION

Most minutes from 1934 to 1941 are in German with typewritten English translations. Some correspondence is
in German.

CITATION GUIDELINES

Cite as: General Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches Board of Trustees Records, Center for
Mennonite Brethren Studies, Fresno, Cal.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION
Box 1

Board minutes, 1934-1981
Box 2

Board minutes, 1982-2002

Finance Committee minutes, 1953-1976
Reports to conferences, 1966-1978
Audit reports, 1958-1985, 1996-2002

Box 3
Correspondence, 1952-2002
Box 4

J. J. Riediger files
General correspondence, 1978-1987
Board reorganization, 1986-1987
US office/board member correspondence, 1976-1987
Christian Service Endowment Fund (Marvin & Elda Neufeld), 1978-1979
Jake Froese, 1977-1984
C. J. Rempel, 1978-1987
Harold Schroeder, 1976-1979
General Conference Historical Commission, 1978-1986
Lincoln Glen Mennonite Brethren Church, 1977-1983
Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary, 1979-1987
Mennonite Brethren Missions/Services, 1973-1985
Mennonite Brethren Homes, Inc. (Reedley, Calif.), 1978-1985
Pacific College loan, 1977
Pacific District Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches, 1978-1986
Southern District Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches, 1980-1985
United States Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches, 1980
United States Conference Board of Education, 1977-1979
Peter J. Funk reports, 1975-1979
Endowment fund records, 1941-1965
Leaflets and pamphlets, undated



